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I AM sometimes asked if lawyers will become obsolete in a 
future where it is conceivable (and probable) that software 
packages will churn out legal advice and 
contracts. My answer is that good lawyers 
help clients to navigate change and find 
legal solutions that help their clients’ 
businesses to grow, despite the fact that we 
live in a world where little is certain.

That is especially true for shipping 
lawyers because technology is changing 
how ships are made, financed and 
operated, which in turn creates new legal 
challenges to navigate. 
How is ship-building changing?

In November, the Damen shipyard 
announced it had created the world’s first 
class-approved 3D-printed ship’s propeller. 
Moving away from casting ship parts in a 
mould offers increased design flexibility and 
the potential to lower fixed costs. A legal quandary that will 
almost certainly arise is where liability lies for defective parts: 
the 3D printing software developer, manufacturer or supplier 
of materials? On what terms should the software be licensed 
to deal with these issues, and do these comply with consumer 
protection laws in the applicable jurisdiction?
How could ship financing change?

Shipowner.io is launching a platform offering the public 
an opportunity to finance shipping assets and services by 
buying a token (which represents part of a maritime asset). 
The tokens are secured using blockchain technology. 

The company’s slogan is: “Be a Shipowner. Anyone. 
Anywhere. Any time.” This model represents a possible win-
win for ship owners and would-be investors: ship owners gain 
access to cost-effective financing, and the barriers to entry in 
the market are lowered for investors.

Such trailblazing leaves legal uncertainty in its wake. What 
are the tax implications? What is the regulatory framework? 
What rights of protection do users have?

Shareholders in a traditional company have certain rights 
which afford a degree of protection – for example, the right to 
certain information and, in some instances, the right to have 
a say in significant business decisions.

Traditional ship financers hold a mortgage over the vessel, 
which can be foreclosed on default. Will platforms of this 
kind evolve to provide further regulatory protection to users?
How could ship operations change?

Autonomous shipping is a reality. This year, the US Navy 
acquired its first unmanned ship – fully robotic, trans-oceanic 
and intended for surveillance. Last October, Rolls-Royce 
announced a deal allowing use of Google’s Cloud Machine 
Learning Engine (the same software with learning algorithms 
that runs Google’s image and voice search products).

The software will be put to work “learning” from data 
collected from cameras on vessels, as well as other sources, 
with the aim of launching a fully automated ship. 

The legal questions that arise from automation are as vast 
as the imagination of the science fiction enthusiasts among 
us. Who would be responsible for a casualty caused by an 
automated ship: the land-based control room, the software 
developers, the vessel owner or the artificial intelligence 
behind the software, which might become a legal person in 
its own right?

Imagine a world where the AI comes to trial! On a more 
practical note, would autonomous vessels be susceptible 
to hacking? If the vessel was hacked and used in an act of 
terrorism – for instance, to ram a very large crude carrier 
or block the entrance channel to a strategically important 
and busy harbour – could the vessel owner be held liable for 
negligent failure to maintain adequate cyber security?
How is the way ships are serviced changing?

Ports are at the forefront of pioneering technology to 
improve efficiencies. Rotterdam’s ambition is to be the world’s 
smartest port, and the scale of its digitisation initiative is 
eye-watering. It is installing sensors across 42km of land and 
sea to gather data about tides and currents, temperature, 
wind speed and direction, water levels, berth availability and 
visibility. This will be processed by software that can generate 
information for planning.

Will such initiatives, over time, raise the bar of what 
constitutes a safe port, leaving those who don’t invest in 
technology (and charterers using them) susceptible to unsafe 
port claims? Does the greater knowledge harnessed by the 
port impose legal liability to issue more accurate navigational 
warnings? The answer to both questions is surely “yes”.

The use of drones will dramatically improve maritime 
services offered to vessels. The classification society DNL 
GL offers the assistance of drone technology in its surveys, 
reducing the survey time and access to enclosed or hard-to-
reach parts of a vessel more easily.  

Traditional legal practice may become obsolete, but I 
predict the world will need lawyers to help create laws and 
come up with legal solutions for emerging technologies and 
a new realm of legal rights, obligations and liabilities.

● Wheeler is a senior associate at Bowmans Durban.

LEGAL RISK IN A TIME 
OF AUTOMATED SHIPS

WE ARE living in 
the digital age. We 
rely on computer 
programs and the 
internet for enjoyment, 
communication and for 
business. 

Most modern business 
transactions incorporate 
digital elements, whether 
it be in the advertising 
space, e-commerce or 
simply concluding an 
agreement on your 
personal computer or on 
an app on your phone.

The obvious risk that 
businesses face is the 
ease with which intellectual property, including computer 
programs, can be manipulated, copied and abused.

The Copyright Act 98 of 1978 protects the “author” of a 
computer program and grants the author the exclusive rights 
to, among other things, reproduce, publish or adapt the 
program. 

This is an automatic right conferred upon the author; there 
is no need to apply for it. 

In the case of Haupt t/a Softcopy v Brewers Marketing 
Intelligence (Pty) Ltd and Others, the court held that the 
author of a computer program had the exclusive right to 
exploit the work in South Africa.

The pertinent question, however, is who exactly is the 
author of a computer program?

The Copyright Act states that the author of a computer 
program is the person who exercised control over the making 
of the computer program. This, in itself, is ambiguous.

For example, who is the author in a situation where an 
entity briefs a contractor to develop a computer program? Is 
the contractor entitled to exploit the program for his own use 
because he physically wrote the code for the program or does 
the entity own the copyright in the program?

In section 21 of the Copyright Act specific provision is made 
for circumstances where a “work”, in this case a computer 
program, is produced in the course and scope of the author’s 
employment. 

In those circumstances, the employer may be the owner of 
the copyright.

The above issue was ventilated in the Haupt case where the 
court stated that the Copyright Act drew a distinction between 
“control” in the definition of “author” and in respect of a 
computer program.

The definition of “control” was held to have a wider 
meaning than control in the employment situation.

Accordingly, a person may be the author of the program 
even if the creator of the program was an independent 
contractor. 

The court in Haupt went further to state that “one does not 
need to be a computer programmer to be able to control the 
writing of a computer program”.

Businesses will need to be mindful of protecting their 
intellectual property rights when concluding agreements with 
program developers, suppliers, customers and any other person 
or entity that has access to their intellectual property.

● Wade Ogilvie is an associate at Cox Yeats Attorneys, where 
he is part of the corporate and natural resources law team. He has 
experience in, and specialises in, land claims disputes, commercial 
litigation, corporate restructuring, and mergers and acquisitions. 
Wade can be contacted on 031 536 8500 or via email: wogilvie@
coxyeats.co.za 

Important to 
protect your 
digital work

Wade Ogilvie

M
IDLANDS photographer 
Karen Edwards has 
built a reputation as a 
professional photographer 

with a versatile portfolio of work. 
Modelling when she was younger 
gave her an advantage in her work.

When she lived in Spain as a 
teenager, she was a rebel and an 
adventure seeker, and her grandfather 
grew tired of her misadvantures at 
school. When she turned 16, he told 
her to find a job to stay out of trouble. 

She was spotted by a modelling 
agent and almost accidentally 
catapulted into international 
modelling.

Having long legs, clear skin and a 
naturally sporty physique were great 
assets in this realm of glamour. But 
Edwards says 20 years ago modelling 
was not such a cut-throat business.

“We were encouraged to eat 
healthy food and they wanted us to 
look energetic and fit. The models 
were nice to each other and not 
desperately competitive. Nowadays 
you see emaciated corpses on the 
runways, which sends a bad message 
to young girls about beauty.

“I was popular in the ’80s era of 
supermodels like Cindy Crawford and 
local hot girl Josie Borain. I was lucky. 
People chose me because I looked like 
Josie and was the affordable choice. 
We met once at a casting and she 
said: ‘Hey, you could be me’. It was 
hysterical.”

Edwards learnt a lot modelling, 
especially how to deal with people 
from different walks of life.

“It was an amazing time. I 
travelled all over the world, met 
some fantastic people and had some 
incredible experiences. I think I grew 
so much as a person. I was flung into 
this high-paced lifestyle and had to 
learn to cope.”

Edwards modelled into her forties 
and also married and had a son. She 
continued to model but no longer 
lived a jet-set lifestyle. Her marriage 
ended and she realised she had to 
prioritise her life.

She moved to the Midlands as she 
had relatives in the area and her son 
was attending a school there. But she 
knew she had to find a job and earn 
money.

Before she chose photography, 
she did a few jobs which all ended up 
adding to her informal education.

She started a modelling school for 
children and teens to develop their 
confidence and posture. 

She worked as an after-care teacher 
and loved interacting with children. 
She also did a course on professional 
make-up. And, for a year or so, she 
ran a popular bush camp in the 
Kamberg.

While working in the Kamberg, 
she fell in love with the beauty of the 
Midlands countryside.

“You can travel the world and see 
many beautiful places, but at some 
point you want to settle and find a 
place that feels like home,” she says.

For Edwards the little village 
of Rosetta, a few kilometres from 
Nottingham Road, was that place.

Here she can enjoy the simple 
things in life – fresh air and natural 
beauty. Her rustic cottage is crammed 
with interesting and beautiful things, 
with unrivalled views. She loves horse 
riding and country sports.

Immersed

Many photographers are drawn to 
the area by its immense beauty, so she 
had to work hard to stand out and 
build a business.

“I had the skills to work with 
people and knew a lot about good 
photographs from being around 
professionals. I had an interest in 
photography and learnt as much as 
I could. I got a lot of encouragement 
and knew I was ready to do this.”

The local Women In Business 
branch was a great stepping stone 
– she met many business women, 
which brought her work.

And as the Midlands became a 
sought-after wedding destination, her 
work gained impetus.

Over the past few years she has 
expanded her portfolio to include 
family pictures, property portfolios 
and portraits. 

“The thing I love about being 
a photographer is that you get to 
share a special moment. You become 
part of the event (like a wedding or 
birthday) and it is such a privilege 
to capture and share these intimate 

moments.
“I can help out with the hair 

and make-up and I relate well with 
people. I have photographed so many 
types of weddings and all reflect the 
personality of the couple. 

“One that stands out in my mind 
was an Indian wedding 
that took a few days of 
photography sessions. The 
mother and I became so 
close and we both wept as 
the daughter finally left her 
family home to move in 
with her new husband.”

Edwards says that as 
a photographer she tries 
to capture the essence 
of the person she is 
photographing. 

“People are so caught up 
in trying to look like what 
they think they should look 
like that they ignore their 
own uniqueness. We were 
not meant to be clones of 
each other.”

She said: “I love working 
with kids as they are so honest; they 
don’t have a filter of propriety. They 
are really open to suggestion and they 
are not yet self-conscious.”

When she has done 
commissioned nude portraits of 
women who are nervous and shy, she 
has taken off her own clothes to make 
them feel comfortable. 

“There is a relationship of trust 
that develops and you have to create 
a rapport.”

One of her most important lessons 
was to learn to place a financial value 
on her work.

“When you love what you do, you 
sometimes have difficulty charging. 
I hopelessly undercharged when I 
started, but then I realised I had spent 
years developing skills. People must 
pay for your work, experience and 
professionalism regardless of how 
much you love doing it.”

Her bookshelf of old and vintage 
cameras is a testament to her own 
journey from a model in front of the 
lens to becoming the photographer 
behind the lens.

To find out more, go to: www.
karene.me or e-mail karene@
bundunet.com

PHOTOGRAPHER KAREN EDWARDS USES HER MODELLING EXPERIENCE  

TO GET THE BEST PICTURES FOR CLIENTS, WRITES TRISH BEAVER

Showroom... Edwards’s photographs of interiors help estate agents sell houses and promote their business. Edwards and her dog, Beastie, have travelled all over – she says they are ‘joined at the hip’.

Karen Edwards captures the personality of a bride and the mood of the wedding in her pictures. Inset is her on the 
cover of a magazine as a model.

SHIPPING

From in front of the lens to behind it

Norma Wheeler
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THE parliamentary committee is about to convene to 
consider whether section 25 of the 
Constitution should be amended to allow 
expropriation without compensation.

Written submissions have been made 
and the road shows around the country 
completed.

The core of the debate is whether land 
reform requires the Constitution to be 
amended. The Freedom Charter, adopted 
by the ANC in 1955, called for all land to 
be returned to the people. 

Forty years later, when the final 
Constitution was negotiated, a 
compromise was reached.

Section 25 mandates the state to expropriate land so as 
to achieve land reform and for compensation to be just and 
equitable, reflecting an equitable balance between the public 
interests, including the commitment to land reform, and the 
individual affected by the expropriation.

Unfortunately, in the 23 years since the Constitution was 
adopted, the state has not used the powers conferred on it. 

It has also not yet amended the Expropriation Act to allow 
expropriation to achieve land reform. 

Amending section 25 of the Constitution to allow 
expropriation without compensation would be a blunt 
instrument. It would have serious negative effects on the 
economy; it would be in breach of the Bill of Rights and 
contrary to international law.

The Motlanthe Report concluded that section 25 of the 
Constitution allowed the state to achieve proper redistribution. 

It, and other experts, have accepted that compensation is 
not the impediment.

Victims

Customary international law forms part of our law. It does 
not countenance expropriation without compensation. In 
international law it must be for a public purpose and without 
discrimination. 

The traditional measure of compensation is market value. 
In 1974, under the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States, developing countries watered this down to appropriate 
compensation.

It is possible, given the South African imperative for 
land reform, for an internationally acceptable measure of 
compensation to be applied. 

Justice and equity may under very restricted circumstances 
have the result that very little or any compensation will be 
payable (for example, when the expropriated property has 
been abandoned).

In all of this, the expropriatee should not be the victim of 
confiscation as that in turn would be unconstitutional. There 
has to be a balance between the rights of the state and the 
rights of the individual affected.

In a study of some 24 other constitutions, only one 
constitution, that of Zimbabwe, provides for no compensation. 

The other various formulations include just compensation, 
fair compensation, full compensation and adequate 
compensation.

Germany’s is similar to our constitution. It provides for a 
fair balance between the public and the individual interest. 

The call for expropriation without compensation in the 
field of land reform is unnecessary and unacceptable. 

It is likely to land South Africa in international controversy. 
The Constitution is flexible enough to provide, in certain 
circumstances, minimal or no compensation, where it is just 
and equitable to do so. 

The Expropriation Act should be amended so as to permit 
equitable compensation, balancing the interests of the 
individual with the need for land reform, and in a way which is 
not contrary to international law and constitutional principles.

● Jackson is managing partner at Cox Yeats Attorneys and 
head of the corporate and natural resources law team where his 
principle areas of practice are business law, corporate mergers and 
acquisitions, natural resources and energy, and empowerment 
and transformation law. He is a member of the International 
Bar Association and is listed in the Guide to the World’s Leading 
Natural Resource Lawyers and the World’s Leading Energy and 
Environmental Lawyers. He can be contacted on 031 536 8500 or 
via email: mjackson@coxyeats.co.za. 

No need to change 
the Constitution 
for land reform

Michael Jackson.

A coffee pot Mukaz created that has a distinctly 
Eastern look.

Geometric designs bring a modern feel to these 
cups.  PICTURES: LIZ CLARKE

Making new objects is always a thrill for Olivier Mukaz.
Below: Containers he has made would brighten up any kitchen.
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I AM sometimes asked if lawyers will become obsolete in a 
future where it is conceivable (and probable) that software 
packages will churn out legal advice and 
contracts. My answer is that good lawyers 
help clients to navigate change and find 
legal solutions that help their clients’ 
businesses to grow, despite the fact that we 
live in a world where little is certain.

That is especially true for shipping 
lawyers because technology is changing 
how ships are made, financed and 
operated, which in turn creates new legal 
challenges to navigate. 
How is ship-building changing?

In November, the Damen shipyard 
announced it had created the world’s first 
class-approved 3D-printed ship’s propeller. 
Moving away from casting ship parts in a 
mould offers increased design flexibility and 
the potential to lower fixed costs. A legal quandary that will 
almost certainly arise is where liability lies for defective parts: 
the 3D printing software developer, manufacturer or supplier 
of materials? On what terms should the software be licensed 
to deal with these issues, and do these comply with consumer 
protection laws in the applicable jurisdiction?
How could ship financing change?

Shipowner.io is launching a platform offering the public 
an opportunity to finance shipping assets and services by 
buying a token (which represents part of a maritime asset). 
The tokens are secured using blockchain technology. 

The company’s slogan is: “Be a Shipowner. Anyone. 
Anywhere. Any time.” This model represents a possible win-
win for ship owners and would-be investors: ship owners gain 
access to cost-effective financing, and the barriers to entry in 
the market are lowered for investors.

Such trailblazing leaves legal uncertainty in its wake. What 
are the tax implications? What is the regulatory framework? 
What rights of protection do users have?

Shareholders in a traditional company have certain rights 
which afford a degree of protection – for example, the right to 
certain information and, in some instances, the right to have 
a say in significant business decisions.

Traditional ship financers hold a mortgage over the vessel, 
which can be foreclosed on default. Will platforms of this 
kind evolve to provide further regulatory protection to users?
How could ship operations change?

Autonomous shipping is a reality. This year, the US Navy 
acquired its first unmanned ship – fully robotic, trans-oceanic 
and intended for surveillance. Last October, Rolls-Royce 
announced a deal allowing use of Google’s Cloud Machine 
Learning Engine (the same software with learning algorithms 
that runs Google’s image and voice search products).

The software will be put to work “learning” from data 
collected from cameras on vessels, as well as other sources, 
with the aim of launching a fully automated ship. 

The legal questions that arise from automation are as vast 
as the imagination of the science fiction enthusiasts among 
us. Who would be responsible for a casualty caused by an 
automated ship: the land-based control room, the software 
developers, the vessel owner or the artificial intelligence 
behind the software, which might become a legal person in 
its own right?

Imagine a world where the AI comes to trial! On a more 
practical note, would autonomous vessels be susceptible 
to hacking? If the vessel was hacked and used in an act of 
terrorism – for instance, to ram a very large crude carrier 
or block the entrance channel to a strategically important 
and busy harbour – could the vessel owner be held liable for 
negligent failure to maintain adequate cyber security?
How is the way ships are serviced changing?

Ports are at the forefront of pioneering technology to 
improve efficiencies. Rotterdam’s ambition is to be the world’s 
smartest port, and the scale of its digitisation initiative is 
eye-watering. It is installing sensors across 42km of land and 
sea to gather data about tides and currents, temperature, 
wind speed and direction, water levels, berth availability and 
visibility. This will be processed by software that can generate 
information for planning.

Will such initiatives, over time, raise the bar of what 
constitutes a safe port, leaving those who don’t invest in 
technology (and charterers using them) susceptible to unsafe 
port claims? Does the greater knowledge harnessed by the 
port impose legal liability to issue more accurate navigational 
warnings? The answer to both questions is surely “yes”.

The use of drones will dramatically improve maritime 
services offered to vessels. The classification society DNL 
GL offers the assistance of drone technology in its surveys, 
reducing the survey time and access to enclosed or hard-to-
reach parts of a vessel more easily.  

Traditional legal practice may become obsolete, but I 
predict the world will need lawyers to help create laws and 
come up with legal solutions for emerging technologies and 
a new realm of legal rights, obligations and liabilities.

● Wheeler is a senior associate at Bowmans Durban.

LEGAL RISK IN A TIME 
OF AUTOMATED SHIPS

WE ARE living in 
the digital age. We 
rely on computer 
programs and the 
internet for enjoyment, 
communication and for 
business. 

Most modern business 
transactions incorporate 
digital elements, whether 
it be in the advertising 
space, e-commerce or 
simply concluding an 
agreement on your 
personal computer or on 
an app on your phone.

The obvious risk that 
businesses face is the 
ease with which intellectual property, including computer 
programs, can be manipulated, copied and abused.

The Copyright Act 98 of 1978 protects the “author” of a 
computer program and grants the author the exclusive rights 
to, among other things, reproduce, publish or adapt the 
program. 

This is an automatic right conferred upon the author; there 
is no need to apply for it. 

In the case of Haupt t/a Softcopy v Brewers Marketing 
Intelligence (Pty) Ltd and Others, the court held that the 
author of a computer program had the exclusive right to 
exploit the work in South Africa.

The pertinent question, however, is who exactly is the 
author of a computer program?

The Copyright Act states that the author of a computer 
program is the person who exercised control over the making 
of the computer program. This, in itself, is ambiguous.

For example, who is the author in a situation where an 
entity briefs a contractor to develop a computer program? Is 
the contractor entitled to exploit the program for his own use 
because he physically wrote the code for the program or does 
the entity own the copyright in the program?

In section 21 of the Copyright Act specific provision is made 
for circumstances where a “work”, in this case a computer 
program, is produced in the course and scope of the author’s 
employment. 

In those circumstances, the employer may be the owner of 
the copyright.

The above issue was ventilated in the Haupt case where the 
court stated that the Copyright Act drew a distinction between 
“control” in the definition of “author” and in respect of a 
computer program.

The definition of “control” was held to have a wider 
meaning than control in the employment situation.

Accordingly, a person may be the author of the program 
even if the creator of the program was an independent 
contractor. 

The court in Haupt went further to state that “one does not 
need to be a computer programmer to be able to control the 
writing of a computer program”.

Businesses will need to be mindful of protecting their 
intellectual property rights when concluding agreements with 
program developers, suppliers, customers and any other person 
or entity that has access to their intellectual property.

● Wade Ogilvie is an associate at Cox Yeats Attorneys, where 
he is part of the corporate and natural resources law team. He has 
experience in, and specialises in, land claims disputes, commercial 
litigation, corporate restructuring, and mergers and acquisitions. 
Wade can be contacted on 031 536 8500 or via email: wogilvie@
coxyeats.co.za 

Important to 
protect your 
digital work

Wade Ogilvie

M
IDLANDS photographer 
Karen Edwards has 
built a reputation as a 
professional photographer 

with a versatile portfolio of work. 
Modelling when she was younger 
gave her an advantage in her work.

When she lived in Spain as a 
teenager, she was a rebel and an 
adventure seeker, and her grandfather 
grew tired of her misadvantures at 
school. When she turned 16, he told 
her to find a job to stay out of trouble. 

She was spotted by a modelling 
agent and almost accidentally 
catapulted into international 
modelling.

Having long legs, clear skin and a 
naturally sporty physique were great 
assets in this realm of glamour. But 
Edwards says 20 years ago modelling 
was not such a cut-throat business.

“We were encouraged to eat 
healthy food and they wanted us to 
look energetic and fit. The models 
were nice to each other and not 
desperately competitive. Nowadays 
you see emaciated corpses on the 
runways, which sends a bad message 
to young girls about beauty.

“I was popular in the ’80s era of 
supermodels like Cindy Crawford and 
local hot girl Josie Borain. I was lucky. 
People chose me because I looked like 
Josie and was the affordable choice. 
We met once at a casting and she 
said: ‘Hey, you could be me’. It was 
hysterical.”

Edwards learnt a lot modelling, 
especially how to deal with people 
from different walks of life.

“It was an amazing time. I 
travelled all over the world, met 
some fantastic people and had some 
incredible experiences. I think I grew 
so much as a person. I was flung into 
this high-paced lifestyle and had to 
learn to cope.”

Edwards modelled into her forties 
and also married and had a son. She 
continued to model but no longer 
lived a jet-set lifestyle. Her marriage 
ended and she realised she had to 
prioritise her life.

She moved to the Midlands as she 
had relatives in the area and her son 
was attending a school there. But she 
knew she had to find a job and earn 
money.

Before she chose photography, 
she did a few jobs which all ended up 
adding to her informal education.

She started a modelling school for 
children and teens to develop their 
confidence and posture. 

She worked as an after-care teacher 
and loved interacting with children. 
She also did a course on professional 
make-up. And, for a year or so, she 
ran a popular bush camp in the 
Kamberg.

While working in the Kamberg, 
she fell in love with the beauty of the 
Midlands countryside.

“You can travel the world and see 
many beautiful places, but at some 
point you want to settle and find a 
place that feels like home,” she says.

For Edwards the little village 
of Rosetta, a few kilometres from 
Nottingham Road, was that place.

Here she can enjoy the simple 
things in life – fresh air and natural 
beauty. Her rustic cottage is crammed 
with interesting and beautiful things, 
with unrivalled views. She loves horse 
riding and country sports.

Immersed

Many photographers are drawn to 
the area by its immense beauty, so she 
had to work hard to stand out and 
build a business.

“I had the skills to work with 
people and knew a lot about good 
photographs from being around 
professionals. I had an interest in 
photography and learnt as much as 
I could. I got a lot of encouragement 
and knew I was ready to do this.”

The local Women In Business 
branch was a great stepping stone 
– she met many business women, 
which brought her work.

And as the Midlands became a 
sought-after wedding destination, her 
work gained impetus.

Over the past few years she has 
expanded her portfolio to include 
family pictures, property portfolios 
and portraits. 

“The thing I love about being 
a photographer is that you get to 
share a special moment. You become 
part of the event (like a wedding or 
birthday) and it is such a privilege 
to capture and share these intimate 

moments.
“I can help out with the hair 

and make-up and I relate well with 
people. I have photographed so many 
types of weddings and all reflect the 
personality of the couple. 

“One that stands out in my mind 
was an Indian wedding 
that took a few days of 
photography sessions. The 
mother and I became so 
close and we both wept as 
the daughter finally left her 
family home to move in 
with her new husband.”

Edwards says that as 
a photographer she tries 
to capture the essence 
of the person she is 
photographing. 

“People are so caught up 
in trying to look like what 
they think they should look 
like that they ignore their 
own uniqueness. We were 
not meant to be clones of 
each other.”

She said: “I love working 
with kids as they are so honest; they 
don’t have a filter of propriety. They 
are really open to suggestion and they 
are not yet self-conscious.”

When she has done 
commissioned nude portraits of 
women who are nervous and shy, she 
has taken off her own clothes to make 
them feel comfortable. 

“There is a relationship of trust 
that develops and you have to create 
a rapport.”

One of her most important lessons 
was to learn to place a financial value 
on her work.

“When you love what you do, you 
sometimes have difficulty charging. 
I hopelessly undercharged when I 
started, but then I realised I had spent 
years developing skills. People must 
pay for your work, experience and 
professionalism regardless of how 
much you love doing it.”

Her bookshelf of old and vintage 
cameras is a testament to her own 
journey from a model in front of the 
lens to becoming the photographer 
behind the lens.

To find out more, go to: www.
karene.me or e-mail karene@
bundunet.com

PHOTOGRAPHER KAREN EDWARDS USES HER MODELLING EXPERIENCE  

TO GET THE BEST PICTURES FOR CLIENTS, WRITES TRISH BEAVER

Showroom... Edwards’s photographs of interiors help estate agents sell houses and promote their business. Edwards and her dog, Beastie, have travelled all over – she says they are ‘joined at the hip’.

Karen Edwards captures the personality of a bride and the mood of the wedding in her pictures. Inset is her on the 
cover of a magazine as a model.
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I AM sometimes asked if lawyers will become obsolete in a 
future where it is conceivable (and probable) that software 
packages will churn out legal advice and 
contracts. My answer is that good lawyers 
help clients to navigate change and find 
legal solutions that help their clients’ 
businesses to grow, despite the fact that we 
live in a world where little is certain.

That is especially true for shipping 
lawyers because technology is changing 
how ships are made, financed and 
operated, which in turn creates new legal 
challenges to navigate. 
How is ship-building changing?

In November, the Damen shipyard 
announced it had created the world’s first 
class-approved 3D-printed ship’s propeller. 
Moving away from casting ship parts in a 
mould offers increased design flexibility and 
the potential to lower fixed costs. A legal quandary that will 
almost certainly arise is where liability lies for defective parts: 
the 3D printing software developer, manufacturer or supplier 
of materials? On what terms should the software be licensed 
to deal with these issues, and do these comply with consumer 
protection laws in the applicable jurisdiction?
How could ship financing change?

Shipowner.io is launching a platform offering the public 
an opportunity to finance shipping assets and services by 
buying a token (which represents part of a maritime asset). 
The tokens are secured using blockchain technology. 

The company’s slogan is: “Be a Shipowner. Anyone. 
Anywhere. Any time.” This model represents a possible win-
win for ship owners and would-be investors: ship owners gain 
access to cost-effective financing, and the barriers to entry in 
the market are lowered for investors.

Such trailblazing leaves legal uncertainty in its wake. What 
are the tax implications? What is the regulatory framework? 
What rights of protection do users have?

Shareholders in a traditional company have certain rights 
which afford a degree of protection – for example, the right to 
certain information and, in some instances, the right to have 
a say in significant business decisions.

Traditional ship financers hold a mortgage over the vessel, 
which can be foreclosed on default. Will platforms of this 
kind evolve to provide further regulatory protection to users?
How could ship operations change?

Autonomous shipping is a reality. This year, the US Navy 
acquired its first unmanned ship – fully robotic, trans-oceanic 
and intended for surveillance. Last October, Rolls-Royce 
announced a deal allowing use of Google’s Cloud Machine 
Learning Engine (the same software with learning algorithms 
that runs Google’s image and voice search products).

The software will be put to work “learning” from data 
collected from cameras on vessels, as well as other sources, 
with the aim of launching a fully automated ship. 

The legal questions that arise from automation are as vast 
as the imagination of the science fiction enthusiasts among 
us. Who would be responsible for a casualty caused by an 
automated ship: the land-based control room, the software 
developers, the vessel owner or the artificial intelligence 
behind the software, which might become a legal person in 
its own right?

Imagine a world where the AI comes to trial! On a more 
practical note, would autonomous vessels be susceptible 
to hacking? If the vessel was hacked and used in an act of 
terrorism – for instance, to ram a very large crude carrier 
or block the entrance channel to a strategically important 
and busy harbour – could the vessel owner be held liable for 
negligent failure to maintain adequate cyber security?
How is the way ships are serviced changing?

Ports are at the forefront of pioneering technology to 
improve efficiencies. Rotterdam’s ambition is to be the world’s 
smartest port, and the scale of its digitisation initiative is 
eye-watering. It is installing sensors across 42km of land and 
sea to gather data about tides and currents, temperature, 
wind speed and direction, water levels, berth availability and 
visibility. This will be processed by software that can generate 
information for planning.

Will such initiatives, over time, raise the bar of what 
constitutes a safe port, leaving those who don’t invest in 
technology (and charterers using them) susceptible to unsafe 
port claims? Does the greater knowledge harnessed by the 
port impose legal liability to issue more accurate navigational 
warnings? The answer to both questions is surely “yes”.

The use of drones will dramatically improve maritime 
services offered to vessels. The classification society DNL 
GL offers the assistance of drone technology in its surveys, 
reducing the survey time and access to enclosed or hard-to-
reach parts of a vessel more easily.  

Traditional legal practice may become obsolete, but I 
predict the world will need lawyers to help create laws and 
come up with legal solutions for emerging technologies and 
a new realm of legal rights, obligations and liabilities.

● Wheeler is a senior associate at Bowmans Durban.

LEGAL RISK IN A TIME 
OF AUTOMATED SHIPS

WE ARE living in 
the digital age. We 
rely on computer 
programs and the 
internet for enjoyment, 
communication and for 
business. 

Most modern business 
transactions incorporate 
digital elements, whether 
it be in the advertising 
space, e-commerce or 
simply concluding an 
agreement on your 
personal computer or on 
an app on your phone.

The obvious risk that 
businesses face is the 
ease with which intellectual property, including computer 
programs, can be manipulated, copied and abused.

The Copyright Act 98 of 1978 protects the “author” of a 
computer program and grants the author the exclusive rights 
to, among other things, reproduce, publish or adapt the 
program. 

This is an automatic right conferred upon the author; there 
is no need to apply for it. 

In the case of Haupt t/a Softcopy v Brewers Marketing 
Intelligence (Pty) Ltd and Others, the court held that the 
author of a computer program had the exclusive right to 
exploit the work in South Africa.

The pertinent question, however, is who exactly is the 
author of a computer program?

The Copyright Act states that the author of a computer 
program is the person who exercised control over the making 
of the computer program. This, in itself, is ambiguous.

For example, who is the author in a situation where an 
entity briefs a contractor to develop a computer program? Is 
the contractor entitled to exploit the program for his own use 
because he physically wrote the code for the program or does 
the entity own the copyright in the program?

In section 21 of the Copyright Act specific provision is made 
for circumstances where a “work”, in this case a computer 
program, is produced in the course and scope of the author’s 
employment. 

In those circumstances, the employer may be the owner of 
the copyright.

The above issue was ventilated in the Haupt case where the 
court stated that the Copyright Act drew a distinction between 
“control” in the definition of “author” and in respect of a 
computer program.

The definition of “control” was held to have a wider 
meaning than control in the employment situation.

Accordingly, a person may be the author of the program 
even if the creator of the program was an independent 
contractor. 

The court in Haupt went further to state that “one does not 
need to be a computer programmer to be able to control the 
writing of a computer program”.

Businesses will need to be mindful of protecting their 
intellectual property rights when concluding agreements with 
program developers, suppliers, customers and any other person 
or entity that has access to their intellectual property.

● Wade Ogilvie is an associate at Cox Yeats Attorneys, where 
he is part of the corporate and natural resources law team. He has 
experience in, and specialises in, land claims disputes, commercial 
litigation, corporate restructuring, and mergers and acquisitions. 
Wade can be contacted on 031 536 8500 or via email: wogilvie@
coxyeats.co.za 

Important to 
protect your 
digital work

Wade Ogilvie

M
IDLANDS photographer 
Karen Edwards has 
built a reputation as a 
professional photographer 

with a versatile portfolio of work. 
Modelling when she was younger 
gave her an advantage in her work.

When she lived in Spain as a 
teenager, she was a rebel and an 
adventure seeker, and her grandfather 
grew tired of her misadvantures at 
school. When she turned 16, he told 
her to find a job to stay out of trouble. 

She was spotted by a modelling 
agent and almost accidentally 
catapulted into international 
modelling.

Having long legs, clear skin and a 
naturally sporty physique were great 
assets in this realm of glamour. But 
Edwards says 20 years ago modelling 
was not such a cut-throat business.

“We were encouraged to eat 
healthy food and they wanted us to 
look energetic and fit. The models 
were nice to each other and not 
desperately competitive. Nowadays 
you see emaciated corpses on the 
runways, which sends a bad message 
to young girls about beauty.

“I was popular in the ’80s era of 
supermodels like Cindy Crawford and 
local hot girl Josie Borain. I was lucky. 
People chose me because I looked like 
Josie and was the affordable choice. 
We met once at a casting and she 
said: ‘Hey, you could be me’. It was 
hysterical.”

Edwards learnt a lot modelling, 
especially how to deal with people 
from different walks of life.

“It was an amazing time. I 
travelled all over the world, met 
some fantastic people and had some 
incredible experiences. I think I grew 
so much as a person. I was flung into 
this high-paced lifestyle and had to 
learn to cope.”

Edwards modelled into her forties 
and also married and had a son. She 
continued to model but no longer 
lived a jet-set lifestyle. Her marriage 
ended and she realised she had to 
prioritise her life.

She moved to the Midlands as she 
had relatives in the area and her son 
was attending a school there. But she 
knew she had to find a job and earn 
money.

Before she chose photography, 
she did a few jobs which all ended up 
adding to her informal education.

She started a modelling school for 
children and teens to develop their 
confidence and posture. 

She worked as an after-care teacher 
and loved interacting with children. 
She also did a course on professional 
make-up. And, for a year or so, she 
ran a popular bush camp in the 
Kamberg.

While working in the Kamberg, 
she fell in love with the beauty of the 
Midlands countryside.

“You can travel the world and see 
many beautiful places, but at some 
point you want to settle and find a 
place that feels like home,” she says.

For Edwards the little village 
of Rosetta, a few kilometres from 
Nottingham Road, was that place.

Here she can enjoy the simple 
things in life – fresh air and natural 
beauty. Her rustic cottage is crammed 
with interesting and beautiful things, 
with unrivalled views. She loves horse 
riding and country sports.

Immersed

Many photographers are drawn to 
the area by its immense beauty, so she 
had to work hard to stand out and 
build a business.

“I had the skills to work with 
people and knew a lot about good 
photographs from being around 
professionals. I had an interest in 
photography and learnt as much as 
I could. I got a lot of encouragement 
and knew I was ready to do this.”

The local Women In Business 
branch was a great stepping stone 
– she met many business women, 
which brought her work.

And as the Midlands became a 
sought-after wedding destination, her 
work gained impetus.

Over the past few years she has 
expanded her portfolio to include 
family pictures, property portfolios 
and portraits. 

“The thing I love about being 
a photographer is that you get to 
share a special moment. You become 
part of the event (like a wedding or 
birthday) and it is such a privilege 
to capture and share these intimate 

moments.
“I can help out with the hair 

and make-up and I relate well with 
people. I have photographed so many 
types of weddings and all reflect the 
personality of the couple. 

“One that stands out in my mind 
was an Indian wedding 
that took a few days of 
photography sessions. The 
mother and I became so 
close and we both wept as 
the daughter finally left her 
family home to move in 
with her new husband.”

Edwards says that as 
a photographer she tries 
to capture the essence 
of the person she is 
photographing. 

“People are so caught up 
in trying to look like what 
they think they should look 
like that they ignore their 
own uniqueness. We were 
not meant to be clones of 
each other.”

She said: “I love working 
with kids as they are so honest; they 
don’t have a filter of propriety. They 
are really open to suggestion and they 
are not yet self-conscious.”

When she has done 
commissioned nude portraits of 
women who are nervous and shy, she 
has taken off her own clothes to make 
them feel comfortable. 

“There is a relationship of trust 
that develops and you have to create 
a rapport.”

One of her most important lessons 
was to learn to place a financial value 
on her work.

“When you love what you do, you 
sometimes have difficulty charging. 
I hopelessly undercharged when I 
started, but then I realised I had spent 
years developing skills. People must 
pay for your work, experience and 
professionalism regardless of how 
much you love doing it.”

Her bookshelf of old and vintage 
cameras is a testament to her own 
journey from a model in front of the 
lens to becoming the photographer 
behind the lens.

To find out more, go to: www.
karene.me or e-mail karene@
bundunet.com
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Showroom... Edwards’s photographs of interiors help estate agents sell houses and promote their business. Edwards and her dog, Beastie, have travelled all over – she says they are ‘joined at the hip’.

Karen Edwards captures the personality of a bride and the mood of the wedding in her pictures. Inset is her on the 
cover of a magazine as a model.

SHIPPING

From in front of the lens to behind it

Norma Wheeler

SECTORAL FOCUS4 SECTORAL FOCUS 5
For breaking business and economic news visit the Business Report  

website at www.br.co.za and mobile edition at m.br.co.za

SUNDAY TRIBUNE FEBRUARY 18 2018 SUNDAY TRIBUNE FEBRUARY 18 2018

I AM sometimes asked if lawyers will become obsolete in a 
future where it is conceivable (and probable) that software 
packages will churn out legal advice and 
contracts. My answer is that good lawyers 
help clients to navigate change and find 
legal solutions that help their clients’ 
businesses to grow, despite the fact that we 
live in a world where little is certain.

That is especially true for shipping 
lawyers because technology is changing 
how ships are made, financed and 
operated, which in turn creates new legal 
challenges to navigate. 
How is ship-building changing?

In November, the Damen shipyard 
announced it had created the world’s first 
class-approved 3D-printed ship’s propeller. 
Moving away from casting ship parts in a 
mould offers increased design flexibility and 
the potential to lower fixed costs. A legal quandary that will 
almost certainly arise is where liability lies for defective parts: 
the 3D printing software developer, manufacturer or supplier 
of materials? On what terms should the software be licensed 
to deal with these issues, and do these comply with consumer 
protection laws in the applicable jurisdiction?
How could ship financing change?

Shipowner.io is launching a platform offering the public 
an opportunity to finance shipping assets and services by 
buying a token (which represents part of a maritime asset). 
The tokens are secured using blockchain technology. 

The company’s slogan is: “Be a Shipowner. Anyone. 
Anywhere. Any time.” This model represents a possible win-
win for ship owners and would-be investors: ship owners gain 
access to cost-effective financing, and the barriers to entry in 
the market are lowered for investors.

Such trailblazing leaves legal uncertainty in its wake. What 
are the tax implications? What is the regulatory framework? 
What rights of protection do users have?

Shareholders in a traditional company have certain rights 
which afford a degree of protection – for example, the right to 
certain information and, in some instances, the right to have 
a say in significant business decisions.

Traditional ship financers hold a mortgage over the vessel, 
which can be foreclosed on default. Will platforms of this 
kind evolve to provide further regulatory protection to users?
How could ship operations change?

Autonomous shipping is a reality. This year, the US Navy 
acquired its first unmanned ship – fully robotic, trans-oceanic 
and intended for surveillance. Last October, Rolls-Royce 
announced a deal allowing use of Google’s Cloud Machine 
Learning Engine (the same software with learning algorithms 
that runs Google’s image and voice search products).

The software will be put to work “learning” from data 
collected from cameras on vessels, as well as other sources, 
with the aim of launching a fully automated ship. 

The legal questions that arise from automation are as vast 
as the imagination of the science fiction enthusiasts among 
us. Who would be responsible for a casualty caused by an 
automated ship: the land-based control room, the software 
developers, the vessel owner or the artificial intelligence 
behind the software, which might become a legal person in 
its own right?

Imagine a world where the AI comes to trial! On a more 
practical note, would autonomous vessels be susceptible 
to hacking? If the vessel was hacked and used in an act of 
terrorism – for instance, to ram a very large crude carrier 
or block the entrance channel to a strategically important 
and busy harbour – could the vessel owner be held liable for 
negligent failure to maintain adequate cyber security?
How is the way ships are serviced changing?

Ports are at the forefront of pioneering technology to 
improve efficiencies. Rotterdam’s ambition is to be the world’s 
smartest port, and the scale of its digitisation initiative is 
eye-watering. It is installing sensors across 42km of land and 
sea to gather data about tides and currents, temperature, 
wind speed and direction, water levels, berth availability and 
visibility. This will be processed by software that can generate 
information for planning.

Will such initiatives, over time, raise the bar of what 
constitutes a safe port, leaving those who don’t invest in 
technology (and charterers using them) susceptible to unsafe 
port claims? Does the greater knowledge harnessed by the 
port impose legal liability to issue more accurate navigational 
warnings? The answer to both questions is surely “yes”.

The use of drones will dramatically improve maritime 
services offered to vessels. The classification society DNL 
GL offers the assistance of drone technology in its surveys, 
reducing the survey time and access to enclosed or hard-to-
reach parts of a vessel more easily.  

Traditional legal practice may become obsolete, but I 
predict the world will need lawyers to help create laws and 
come up with legal solutions for emerging technologies and 
a new realm of legal rights, obligations and liabilities.

● Wheeler is a senior associate at Bowmans Durban.

LEGAL RISK IN A TIME 
OF AUTOMATED SHIPS

WE ARE living in 
the digital age. We 
rely on computer 
programs and the 
internet for enjoyment, 
communication and for 
business. 

Most modern business 
transactions incorporate 
digital elements, whether 
it be in the advertising 
space, e-commerce or 
simply concluding an 
agreement on your 
personal computer or on 
an app on your phone.

The obvious risk that 
businesses face is the 
ease with which intellectual property, including computer 
programs, can be manipulated, copied and abused.

The Copyright Act 98 of 1978 protects the “author” of a 
computer program and grants the author the exclusive rights 
to, among other things, reproduce, publish or adapt the 
program. 

This is an automatic right conferred upon the author; there 
is no need to apply for it. 

In the case of Haupt t/a Softcopy v Brewers Marketing 
Intelligence (Pty) Ltd and Others, the court held that the 
author of a computer program had the exclusive right to 
exploit the work in South Africa.

The pertinent question, however, is who exactly is the 
author of a computer program?

The Copyright Act states that the author of a computer 
program is the person who exercised control over the making 
of the computer program. This, in itself, is ambiguous.

For example, who is the author in a situation where an 
entity briefs a contractor to develop a computer program? Is 
the contractor entitled to exploit the program for his own use 
because he physically wrote the code for the program or does 
the entity own the copyright in the program?

In section 21 of the Copyright Act specific provision is made 
for circumstances where a “work”, in this case a computer 
program, is produced in the course and scope of the author’s 
employment. 

In those circumstances, the employer may be the owner of 
the copyright.

The above issue was ventilated in the Haupt case where the 
court stated that the Copyright Act drew a distinction between 
“control” in the definition of “author” and in respect of a 
computer program.

The definition of “control” was held to have a wider 
meaning than control in the employment situation.

Accordingly, a person may be the author of the program 
even if the creator of the program was an independent 
contractor. 

The court in Haupt went further to state that “one does not 
need to be a computer programmer to be able to control the 
writing of a computer program”.

Businesses will need to be mindful of protecting their 
intellectual property rights when concluding agreements with 
program developers, suppliers, customers and any other person 
or entity that has access to their intellectual property.

● Wade Ogilvie is an associate at Cox Yeats Attorneys, where 
he is part of the corporate and natural resources law team. He has 
experience in, and specialises in, land claims disputes, commercial 
litigation, corporate restructuring, and mergers and acquisitions. 
Wade can be contacted on 031 536 8500 or via email: wogilvie@
coxyeats.co.za 
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IDLANDS photographer 
Karen Edwards has 
built a reputation as a 
professional photographer 

with a versatile portfolio of work. 
Modelling when she was younger 
gave her an advantage in her work.

When she lived in Spain as a 
teenager, she was a rebel and an 
adventure seeker, and her grandfather 
grew tired of her misadvantures at 
school. When she turned 16, he told 
her to find a job to stay out of trouble. 

She was spotted by a modelling 
agent and almost accidentally 
catapulted into international 
modelling.

Having long legs, clear skin and a 
naturally sporty physique were great 
assets in this realm of glamour. But 
Edwards says 20 years ago modelling 
was not such a cut-throat business.

“We were encouraged to eat 
healthy food and they wanted us to 
look energetic and fit. The models 
were nice to each other and not 
desperately competitive. Nowadays 
you see emaciated corpses on the 
runways, which sends a bad message 
to young girls about beauty.

“I was popular in the ’80s era of 
supermodels like Cindy Crawford and 
local hot girl Josie Borain. I was lucky. 
People chose me because I looked like 
Josie and was the affordable choice. 
We met once at a casting and she 
said: ‘Hey, you could be me’. It was 
hysterical.”

Edwards learnt a lot modelling, 
especially how to deal with people 
from different walks of life.

“It was an amazing time. I 
travelled all over the world, met 
some fantastic people and had some 
incredible experiences. I think I grew 
so much as a person. I was flung into 
this high-paced lifestyle and had to 
learn to cope.”

Edwards modelled into her forties 
and also married and had a son. She 
continued to model but no longer 
lived a jet-set lifestyle. Her marriage 
ended and she realised she had to 
prioritise her life.

She moved to the Midlands as she 
had relatives in the area and her son 
was attending a school there. But she 
knew she had to find a job and earn 
money.

Before she chose photography, 
she did a few jobs which all ended up 
adding to her informal education.

She started a modelling school for 
children and teens to develop their 
confidence and posture. 

She worked as an after-care teacher 
and loved interacting with children. 
She also did a course on professional 
make-up. And, for a year or so, she 
ran a popular bush camp in the 
Kamberg.

While working in the Kamberg, 
she fell in love with the beauty of the 
Midlands countryside.

“You can travel the world and see 
many beautiful places, but at some 
point you want to settle and find a 
place that feels like home,” she says.

For Edwards the little village 
of Rosetta, a few kilometres from 
Nottingham Road, was that place.

Here she can enjoy the simple 
things in life – fresh air and natural 
beauty. Her rustic cottage is crammed 
with interesting and beautiful things, 
with unrivalled views. She loves horse 
riding and country sports.

Immersed

Many photographers are drawn to 
the area by its immense beauty, so she 
had to work hard to stand out and 
build a business.

“I had the skills to work with 
people and knew a lot about good 
photographs from being around 
professionals. I had an interest in 
photography and learnt as much as 
I could. I got a lot of encouragement 
and knew I was ready to do this.”

The local Women In Business 
branch was a great stepping stone 
– she met many business women, 
which brought her work.

And as the Midlands became a 
sought-after wedding destination, her 
work gained impetus.

Over the past few years she has 
expanded her portfolio to include 
family pictures, property portfolios 
and portraits. 

“The thing I love about being 
a photographer is that you get to 
share a special moment. You become 
part of the event (like a wedding or 
birthday) and it is such a privilege 
to capture and share these intimate 

moments.
“I can help out with the hair 

and make-up and I relate well with 
people. I have photographed so many 
types of weddings and all reflect the 
personality of the couple. 

“One that stands out in my mind 
was an Indian wedding 
that took a few days of 
photography sessions. The 
mother and I became so 
close and we both wept as 
the daughter finally left her 
family home to move in 
with her new husband.”

Edwards says that as 
a photographer she tries 
to capture the essence 
of the person she is 
photographing. 

“People are so caught up 
in trying to look like what 
they think they should look 
like that they ignore their 
own uniqueness. We were 
not meant to be clones of 
each other.”

She said: “I love working 
with kids as they are so honest; they 
don’t have a filter of propriety. They 
are really open to suggestion and they 
are not yet self-conscious.”

When she has done 
commissioned nude portraits of 
women who are nervous and shy, she 
has taken off her own clothes to make 
them feel comfortable. 

“There is a relationship of trust 
that develops and you have to create 
a rapport.”

One of her most important lessons 
was to learn to place a financial value 
on her work.

“When you love what you do, you 
sometimes have difficulty charging. 
I hopelessly undercharged when I 
started, but then I realised I had spent 
years developing skills. People must 
pay for your work, experience and 
professionalism regardless of how 
much you love doing it.”

Her bookshelf of old and vintage 
cameras is a testament to her own 
journey from a model in front of the 
lens to becoming the photographer 
behind the lens.

To find out more, go to: www.
karene.me or e-mail karene@
bundunet.com
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Showroom... Edwards’s photographs of interiors help estate agents sell houses and promote their business. Edwards and her dog, Beastie, have travelled all over – she says they are ‘joined at the hip’.

Karen Edwards captures the personality of a bride and the mood of the wedding in her pictures. Inset is her on the 
cover of a magazine as a model.
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